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L Claim Objections 

I. Throughout the claims applicant recites and refers to a "temporarily holding member." This 

member is more accurately described as a -temporary holding member- because the term 
'temporarily' is typically used as an adverb, while 'temporary' is typically used as an 
adjective, used to modify a noun, such as 'a holding member.' e.g., temporarily holding a 
wafer with a temporary holding member, 

II. Claim Rejections - 35 USC S 112 

The following is a quotation from the relevant paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

(2) The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and 
distinctly claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

1. Claims 2-9 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

1.1. Claims 2 recites "a carrier" in lines 2 and 15 and claim 10 recites "a carrier" in lines 
6 and 17. This double inclusion renders the claim indefinite because it is not clear 
whether the terms are referring to the same element. If the claims are referring to the 
same element, once mentioned, any subsequent recitation should take the form, e.g., - 
said carrier- or -the carrier-. If they are separate and distinct elements, that should be 
so indicated by using phraseology such as, e.g., -a second carrier-. 

1.2. With respect to claims 4-9, the preamble recites "a transferring apparatus according 
to claim 1." Claim 1, however, recites a method for transferring an article. For 
purposes of examination on the merits, examiner assumes "apparatus" should read - 
method-. 
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1.3. Claim 7 recites the limitation, "locally formed" in line 2. It is unclear what this 
limitation refers to. 

1.4. Claim 7 recites the limitation, "a smaller thickness" in line 3. It is unclear what the 
thickness is smaller than. 

1.5. Claim 12 recites "the temporary holding member... switchingly movable between the 
temporarily holding position and the retracted position" in Unes 4-5. This limitation, 
however, is already included in parent claim 10. 

Ill Claim Rejections > 35 USC S 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for 
the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign 
country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of 
application for patent in the United States, 

1. Claim(s) 1-12 is/are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by MURDOCH (US 
5,100,502 A). 

1.1. With respect to claim 1, MURDOCH discloses receiving the article (50b), carried by 
the carrier device (24) at an intermediate position (Fig. 4C), by a temporary holding 
member (14), retracting the carrier (Fig. 4D), relatively moving the temporarily 
holding member and the holder to transfer the article to the processing position (Fig. 
5D-E), and retracting the temporarily holding member (Fig. 5E). 

1 .2. With respect to claim 2-4, MURDOCH discloses a temporarily holding member (14), 
member movable relative to the holder and switchingly movable between a holding 
and retracted position, position switcher (34), and a carrier (Fig. 5D-E). 
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1.3. With respect to claims 5-9, MURDOCH additionally discloses a plurality of holding 
members having ashaft rotably mounted on the processing vessel (pivot of 32) (Fig. 
5D-E), article holding portion, smaller thickness, and stepped portion. 

1.4. With respect to claim 10, MURDOCH discloses a processing vessel with a 
processing chamber (18), holder (42), transferring apparatus (24), a temporarily 
holding member (14), a position switcher (34), a carrier (Fig. 5D-E). 

1.5. With respect to claims 11 and 12 MURDOCH additionally discloses the temporarily 
holding member movable relative to the holder and switchingly movable between a 
holding and retracted position. 

IV. Claim Rejections - 35 USC S 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1. Claim(s) 13-20 is/are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over MURDOCH 
in view of FUJIKAWA (US 5,979,306 A). 

1.1. With respect to claim 13-20, as discussed above MURDOCH discloses all the recited 
elements of the holder, transferring apparatus, carrier and temporary holding 
mechanism of applicant's claimed invention. The embodiment of MURDOCH details 
the transferring apparatus used in an etching chamber defined by an anode and 
cathode which have no relative movement. MURDOCH discloses, however, that the 
apparatus, including the temporary holding mechanism, could be used in a variety of 
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wafer processing chambers (Col. 3 Li. 41 et. seq.). It was well known in the art at the 
time of applicant's claimed invention to use a processing chamber having two vessel 
members (2)/(3), such as the high-pressure processing chamber described by 
applicant, the chamber being loaded when the upper and lower members are 
separated then subsequently united. This is taught by FUJIKAWA and other art of 
record. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to use the 
transferring apparatus of MURDOCH in the processing vessel of FUJIKAWA as 
implicitly suggested by MURDOCH. 
V. Conclusion 

1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 

disclosure. 

2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 

should be directed to Charles N. Greenhut whose telephone number is (571) 272-1517. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 7:30am - 4:00pm EST. 

3. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 

Eileen D. Lillis can be reached on (571) 272-6928. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

4. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 

Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 
about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access 
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to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 
(toll-free). 

CG 



DEAN J. KRAMER * I 
^(MARY EXAMINER 



